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But for the French public Flandin was merely a politician and
a 'racketeer/ always on the look-out to feather his nest; the
scandal of the Aeropostale continued to weigh heavily upon him.
And to the French people he remained the author of the treacherous
telegram sent during the Czechoslovakian tragedy. He was there-
fore too suspect, and was speedily thrown overboard.
By selecting Admiral Darlan as Flandin's successor the Marshal
seemed to make a choice that would not run counter to public
opinion like the previous ones. Darlan appeared as the Minister
who, with no known political past, had restored the French Navy,
and then had refused to hand it over to the enemy. In him the
French would see the man most likely to secure respect for the
national flag; negotiating with him the Germans would know that
they were negotiating with the man who had at his disposal the
most powerful instrument of defence left to France.
But if Darlan was not a Germanophile by temperament or by
pecuniary interest, he was to become a partisan of collaboration
from ambition and egotism. He had never been able to forgive
Great Britain for the fact that the French fleet, "his fleet," had been
placed under the control of the British Admiralty at the very
outset of hostilities. If the Axis were victorious, since the French
fleet was the most important on the Continent, he would be called
on to play an exceedingly prominent part in international affairs.
And to ensure that he would have a corresponding place on the
home stage it was essential that the dictatorship, to which he was
the heir apparent, should be maintained.
And thus it came that after the Montoire interview on
October 20, 1940, France was to enter definitely upon the path
of collaboration.
This collaboration was personally indispensable to the men in
power; it was the necessary condition for the survival of the
regime that had taken the place of the Third Republic.
Darlan follows the same policy as Laval and enjoys the same
support. Robert de Beauplan writes in UIllustration of March 22,
1941: "Admiral Darlan has the confidence of Germany, and the
recent decisions he has just taken, especially for the defence of our
Empire, are unambiguous."
The Syrian affair, indeed, is free from all ambiguity.